


Knapton Methodist Church
Our first item is one of mixed joy and sorrow. The Methodist
Conference, which is the Governing body of our British Methodist
Church, met in July and appointed our Minister, Revd. Graham
Thompson, to be the next Chairman of the East Anglia District,
from I st September 2003. We are very pleased for Graham that he
has been "chosen" and grateful that we shall not lose him entirely,
but we shall miss his wise leadership and loving pastoral care. Our
Circuit Stewards are now lost in the intricacies of the invitation/
stationing proce('

Conference Sunday — 30th June — was also enjoyable as we
worshipped with our '  necan friends, sharing in their Patronal
Festival at St Peter wic.,t Paul. We are looking forward to our
joint Harvest Festival Service on Sunday 15th September.

The new audio system, with an induction loop to help those who
wear a hearing aid, has been installed in the chapel and with the
help of our visiting preachers we are gradually getting the sound
levels right.

Our Sunday School is gradually growing in size (as are
the children) and we are grateful to the adults who give
their time to this vital work. Sunday School meets every
Sunday morning from 10 until I I o'clock and the age
range at present is from 3 to I I years. The young
people participate in a variety of activities, including
craft, painting, gluing, modelling, drama and singing.
When it is appropriate, the children are able to watch
videos to enhance their understanding and enjoyment of
bible stories.

I f  you would like any more information about the
Sunday school, please contact Mrs. Bea Gatfield on
01263 722458.

What's in a name? Contributed by Don Venvell
Family names are fascinating. Many of them relate to
occupations: Butcher, Baker, Carpenter, Wheelwright,
Mason, Fletcher, Shepherd and so on.

In the case of my name, the Chambers English Dictionary
says "Venville: a form of tenure in parishes around Dartmoor
that gives tenants certain rights to the use of land on
Dartmoor". Then it says "origin obscure".

But the origin isn't obscure. The original name was
Vennhild, in Anglo-Saxon tongue meaning the holding or
possession of the Venn tribe. When the Normans conquered
this country, and produced their record of land usage known
as the Domesday Book in 1066, they altered the name to the
French form: Venville.

Meeting the Queen ...
As part of my duties as Chairman of the District Council, I
had the honour of being presented to her Majesty, when she
came to Norwich to open the Forum Library.

The Lord Mayor of  Norwich, the Major of Great Yarmouth,
the Chairman of Norfolk County Council, other District
Chairs and I were lined up outside the Forum to meet the
Queen and the Duke of Edinburgh as they entered. We were
introduced in turn by the Lord Lieutenant.

Gradually this didn't make any sense, and the name changed,
as so many others have done, to sound like something else:
Venvell like Vennell, a form of small lane like a Norfolk
loke. Something people kntw and recognised.

Because my name is unusual, I have been able to trace the
movement of the family from early Dartmoor, where they
were cattle drovers, to Oxfordshire, from Oxfordshire to
Birmingham tempted by the jobs that the Industrial
Revolution created, and from there to Manchester to run the
horse-drawn traffic from the new railway station at Liverpool
Road. There, my father was in charge of the freight carried
by the shipping company 'Manchester Liners' during the
war.

If you have an unusual name, tracing its origins can be fun.
Do you have one? Please let us know and share it with us in
our next newsletter, due out in January.

The Queen asked me what my area and responsibility was.
I replied "North Norfolk, which has 47 miles of coastline".
She said "It looked lovely when we flew over it this
morning,", and she moved away with a smile.

Mi l lenn ium Field and  Garden:  T h e  f ield and  garden cont inue  to  f lour ish,  desp i te  some damage
and vandal ism.  W e  thank  those unsung fo lk  who  have helped weed and c lear  the hedges and
trees to  enable t h e m  to  grow.  W e  hope to  hold ano the r  'work ing pa r t y '  in t he  near  fu tu re  to  'pu t
the area t o  bed '  for  the w in ter.  W e  shal l  be  asking fo r  vo lunteers  nearer  the t ime.  R e f r e s h m e n t s
and lunch prov ided.
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